
 

CDBG One-Year Action Plan 
FY 2015 Proposed Changes 

 
 
The Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) is contemplating changes to several 
aspects of the MA CDBG program for FY 2015.   
 
After consideration of current and previously identified issues, the Department is currently considering 
the following specific changes (noted in strikethrough and in red text): 
 

C. ELIGIBLE PROJECTS 

 
LIMITATIONS ON USE OF PROGRAM FUNDS  
 
Applicants proposing projects for the modernization of public housing facilities must provide evidence that the 
project has been reviewed and approved as it is described in the application by staff of the Bureau of Public Housing 
and Construction at DHCD. 
 

D. APPLICANT/PROJECT THRESHOLDS 

 
7. Community-Based Planning Requirement – 
 
All CDBG applicants must have an approved Community Development Strategy (Strategy) on file with 
DHCD or must submit a Strategy to DHCD at least one month prior to the application due date for 
evaluation and approval.  Communities that revise or update a currently approved Strategy are subject to 
this submission requirement. DHCD staff will evaluate the Strategy as described in the One Year Plan.  If 
the review finds the Strategy to be adequate, it will be approved by DHCD for a period of three (3) years.  
 
A list of currently approved Strategies will be posted on DHCD’s website. 

E.  ALLOCATION OF CDBG FUNDS TO THE COMMONWEALTH 

 
The federal Fiscal Year 2015 HUD allocation to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is anticipated to be 
$29,285,932.  DHCD’s funds are subject to availability from the federal government, which is contingent 
on the federal budget and appropriations process and the HUD allocation process.  In addition to the 
HUD allocation, DHCD expects to receive approximately $100,000 in program income for a total of 
$29,385,932 available for FY 2015.  These funds will be distributed during the program year to eligible 
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cities and towns in accordance with the allocation among program components outlined in the following 
chart.  
 

MA CDBG PROGRAM COMPONENT FY 2015 ALLOCATION 

Community Development Fund I $15,661,196 
Community Development Fund II $ 2,700,000 
Mini-Entitlement Program $ 7,975,000 
Economic Development Fund (not including expected $100,000 in 
program income) 
 
  -Section 108 Loan Guarantee* 

$ 1,600,000 
 
 

$ 10,000,000 
Reserves $    150,000 
Section 108 Loan Repayments** (No. Adams, Everett) $    330,000 
Administration and Technical Assistance  $    969,736 
TOTAL AVAILABLE 
(includes $29,285,932  allocation plus $100,000 in program income) 

 
$29,385,932 

*Section 108 Loan Program allocation does not impact the  
FY 2015 Allocation 
**Section 108 Loan Repayments are budgeted but not necessarily required.  This is 
an “up to” amount. Amounts not required for repayment to HUD will be reallocated 
to other components. 

 

 

F.  AVAILABILITY OF CDBG PROGRAM FUNDS 

 
Application Due Dates for CDBG FY 2015 Program: 

 
Community Development Fund:  February 13, 2015 
Mini-Entitlement Program:    February 13, 2015 
Economic Development Fund:  Applications accepted on an ongoing basis 

J. CDBG PROGRAM COMPONENTS 

 
3. MINI-ENTITLEMENT PROGRAM 
 

DHCD expects to award up to $7,975,000 from the FY 2015 Mini-Entitlement Program allocation 
to eleven (11) designated Mini-Entitlement municipalities, listed below:  
 
Amherst 
Chelsea 
Dennis 
Everett 
Gardner 
Greenfield 
 

North Adams 
Southbridge 
Wareham 
Webster 
West Springfield 
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Grant Award Amounts and Requirements 
 
The maximum grant award is up to $725,000.  Mini-Entitlement applications will contain an 18-month 
implementation and cash flow plan.  Mini-entitlement grantees must comply with standards for timely 
expenditure and available program income (see Applicant/Project Thresholds above).  FY 2015 Mini-entitlement 
awards to Grantees that do not meet the required standards will be reduced by an amount necessary to bring the 
grantee into compliance.  
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EXHIBIT 2 

 
MUNICIPAL ELIGIBILITY TO APPLY TO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

FUND (CDF) I AND II IN FY 2015 
 

A single community may receive no more than $1 million from any combination of federal FY 2015 Community 
Development Fund I or II, or Mini-Entitlement grant funds.  Awards not subject to the $1 million cap per 
community include the Economic Development Fund and Reserves. 
 
Additionally, a single community may receive no more than $1.35 million from Community Development Fund I 
within two successive years. Economic Development Fund and Reserves awards are not subject to the $1.35 million 
cap per community. 
 
As a result, FY 2015 award limits apply to the following FY 2014 grantees, in the following amounts: 
 
Athol - $454,467 
Bourne - $988,694 
Buckland - $897,245 
Colrain - $970,727 
Dennis - $881,495 
Easthampton - $933,268 
Edgartown - $819,937 
Fairhaven - $624,671  
Great Barrington - $913,067  
Hardwick - $473,986  
Harwich - $963,574 

Montague - $526,374  
Oak Bluffs - $889,079  
Palmer - $473,075   
Rockland - $490,000 
Salisbury - $500,000 
Sheffield - $983,833 
Spencer - $637,305 
Templeton - $891,072 
Tisbury - $931,455 
Ware - $430,349 
Warren - $640,505 

Methuen - $932705                     Wellfleet - $982,433  
 
A Community Development Fund II community that receives an award from the Community Development Fund 
is precluded from applying to a Community Development Fund program for the following federal fiscal year, except 
that a community previously awarded funds solely for an architectural/engineering design or planning project may 
apply in the next federal fiscal year for funding to implement the project.  However, the maximum grant award for 
implementation will be reduced by the amount of the previous design or planning grant.    
 
DHCD has identified the following communities as ineligible applicants (except as noted) for Federal Fiscal Year 
2015; each may apply again in the fiscal year noted in parentheses: 
 
Abington  (2016)               Hubbardston  (2016)  
Ashfield   (2016)          Huntington   (2016) 
Carver   (2016)          Leicester       (2016)  
Charlton  (2016)          Whitman   (2016)  
Halifax   (2016)           
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EXHIBIT 3 

 
 

PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY AND COMMUNITY-WIDE NEEDS SCORES 
 
 
DHCD has begun the process for development of a Consolidated Plan for FY 2015 – 2019.  As part of that 
process, a number of public information and review meetings and hearings will be conducted to review 
the goals and operating procedures of the State’s U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD)-funded programs, including the MA CDBG program.  In addition, HUD has now released 
updated low- and moderate-income data at the community level from the American Community Survey 
2006 - 2010.    
 
DHCD has re-calculated Community-Wide Need scores for the FY 2015 program year utilizing the 
updated low- and moderate data. 
 
FY 2015 Community Wide Needs scores are available at: 
 
http://www.mass.gov/hed/community/funding/community-development-block-grant-cdbg.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________________ 
 
DHCD will hold public sessions and a hearing to receive comments on the proposed FY 2015 One-Year 
Action Plan prior to its submission to the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  
Times and locations will be distributed in the coming months.  Interested parties should feel free to 
submit comments, in writing or via email, directly to DHCD any time prior to, or at the scheduled hearing.  
Comments may be directed to: Mark Southard, Deputy Community Development Manager, DHCD, 100 
Cambridge St, Suite 300, Boston, MA 02114 or mark.southard@state.ma.us. 
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